The Diamond Lake Wastewater Committee met at the Watershed District office on Friday, May 2, 2008. The meeting was called to order at 9AM by chairperson Joyce Wittman. Those present were Sandy George, Tim Groshens, Harlan Meints, Richard Phillips, Bill Schultz and Chad Anderson andVanessa Glieden Henjum of the Watershed District.

Gary Geer and Eric Van Dyken, Kandiyohi County zoning administrators, presented several proposals that were received for investigating onsite sewage treatment systems on Diamond Lake. Pros and cons for several of the proposals were discussed. Harlan Meints made a motion to use Wenck Associates, Inc. because this proposal allows for consistency in reporting with one contractor doing all inspections. Joyce Wittman seconded the motion. Discussion followed. The motion was unanimously approved.

Gary and Eric had a recommendation letter prepared which would be mailed to the Kandiyohi County Board of Commissioners. Harlan Meints made a motion to accept the letter as written. Richard Phillips seconded the motion. The discussion that followed was on the fact that Diamond Lake Association was listed as a partner on the letter and not the Wastewater Committee. It was agreed that the original partnership was with the Association. The signatures on the back of the letter included the Wastewater Committee Chair. A call for vote was made. The motion was unanimously approved.

The letter will be mailed to the Kandiyohi County Board of Commissioners on Friday. The Board has their next meeting on Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at which time a vote will be taken. The company awarded the bid will be notified after the meeting on May 6 with the inspections starting within two weeks after notification.

Joyce Wittman met with Valerie Prax at the U of M. Their topic of discussion was names of soil scientists or environmental/agricultural engineers that could be hired to assist the committee by evaluating the inspection findings and making suggestions for alternative solutions.

One of the soil scientists recommended was Peter Miller. If the Kandiyohi County Board of Commissioners approves the Wenck Associates bid, Peter Miller will be the project manager. Joyce will contact him, at the appropriate time, and ask if he will also consult with the committee.

The septic informational meeting was set for Saturday, August 23. Sandy George will work on the location with Atwater Community Center being the first preference. 

Ballots will be mailed from the Watershed office after the meeting.

Small group meetings are planned for various dates and locations. These will be an hour in length and allow Diamond Lake homeowners a chance to ask questions and information will be given to update them about the septic inspection process and follow up options.

The meeting dates and location are as follows:

Saturday, June 7 at Harlan Meint’s home 9 AM, 10 AM, 11 AM, Noon

Wednesday, June 11 at Joyce Wittman’s home  6 PM, 7 PM

Saturday, June 14 at Harlan Meint’s home 9 AM, 10 AM, 11 AM, Noon

Wednesday, June 18 at Sandy George’s home  6 PM, 7 PM

Friday, June 20 at Tim Groshen’s home 1 PM, 2 PM, 3 PM

Tim Groshen will do a communication on these meetings, which will be mailed, to all Diamond Lake homeowners.  At a later date, he will do a notice of the Saturday, August 23 meeting and include all pertinent available information.

Joyce Wittman has the names of people who are willing to come and speak to our group about how they set up a service district. This is an area our committee needs to address. Tim Groshen made a motion to invite a speaker to the June meeting. Joyce Wittman seconded the motion. Discussion was held. The motion was unanimously approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 with Sandy George making a motion to adjourn the meeting and a second by Richard Phillips.

The next meeting was tentatively set for Monday, May 19 at 9AM at the Watershed District office in Spicer. The plan is to have a consultant soil scientist at the meeting. Joyce Wittman will notify the committee of any necessary change.

Sandra George

Secretary

