DIAMOND LAKE WASTEWATER COMMITTEE

The Diamond Lake Wastewater Committee met at the Watershed District office on Monday, June 16, 2008. The meeting was called to order at 9AM by chairperson Joyce Wittman. Those present were Sandy George, Jon Hanson, Harlan Meints, Richard Phillips, Bill Schultz, Jim Teschendorf, and Vanessa Henjum and intern Sara Jacobson of the Watershed District. Guests were Gordon Bloomquist and Becky Ricklefs.

Jim Teschendorf introduced Phil Valiant. He was invited to inform us on subordinate service districts. He is currently working with one in the Forest City area. Phil gave us an overview of what we needed to do to begin the process of setting up a subordinate service district. The committee asked numerous questions. His presentation ended at 10:10 AM.

Discussion on the pending grant was lead by Jim Teschendorf. The county needs to approve us applying for the grant. This will be done at the Commissioners meeting on June 17.  Jim will do a follow-up call to Valerie to check on the sequence of steps that will need to be done if the grant receives approval.

A discussion was held relating to the plans for the August meeting. Joyce will contact Peter as to what he plans to present at the Aug. 16 meeting. Tim will need to include this information in his communication to the Diamond Lake homeowners. Harlan Meints made a motion to hold the Wastewater informational meeting on August 16 at the Atwater Community Center. Richard Phillips seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. Sandy George will order coffee and donuts for 200. Harlan will write the check for center rental.

Harlan Meints submitted a bill for $103.00 from University of Minnesota for expenses relating to Valerie Prax’s consulting with the committee. Jon Hanson made a motion to pay the bill with a second from Richard Phillips. The motion was unanimously approved.

Jon Hanson made a motion to reimburse Phil Valiant for mileage incurred to attend today’s meeting. Jim Teschendorf seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.

Tim will write up a contract with Peter Miller. This will be set up to sign after the approval of the pending grant.

Harlan lead a discussion on how to handle the home owners that would not be having their septic systems checked because of a valid septic certificate of compliance already on file. There are 60 owners that have valid permits and 40 owners who have failing systems. 

Harlan made a motion if grant monies are available  to pay for a voluntary septic testing for the homeowners that had a valid certificate. The pumping would be done at the homeowner’s expense Jim Teschendorf made a second. Discussion followed. 

Jim Teschendorf made an amendment to the motion that the charge not to exceed $135.00 per inspection. Richard Phillips seconded the amendment.

The motion and amendment were unanimously approved.

Tim will need to add this voluntary inspection to Peter Miller’s contract.

Harlan will compose a letter to be sent to all involved parties giving them an opportunity to request the voluntary inspection. It will have a deadline to request this inspection.

Jon Hanson asked if the committee is going to do anything about setting up a subordinate service district. A suggestion was made to have Valerie Prax come to the August 16 meeting to discuss setting up a subordinate service district. Joyce Wittman will follow up on that.

There was no old or new business.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 with Harlan Meints making a motion to adjourn the meeting and a second by Richard Phillips.

The next meeting will be set depending on the availability of Peter Miller. Joyce Wittman will notify the committee of the date.

Sandra George

Secretary

